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Designated UST Operator: 
Definition 

 An individual designated by the owner to 
have responsibility for: 
 
 Training facility employees, and 

 
 Conducting monthly visual inspections 
 
 
 

 The Designated Operator is not considered 
the UST “*operator” as defined in HSC 
Chapter 6.7, although the same person may 
hold both positions 
 

*Operator: any person in control of, or having daily 
responsibility for, the daily operation of a UST 
system 

 



Designated UST Operator:  
Requirements 

• Pass the California UST System Operator exam 
administered by International Code Council (ICC)  

•Effective January 1, 2005 
 

• Perform monthly visual inspections for each 
facility and complete Designated Operator 
Monthly Checklist 

•Effective January 1, 2005 
 

• Provide on-the-job training for facility employees 
•Effective July 1, 2005 

 



Designated UST Operator: 
Monthly Visual Inspection Summary 

• Check Monitoring system for operability 
 

• Review Alarm History  
 

• Inspect Spill Containers and UDC 
 

• Inspect containment sumps (STP’s, Fills, Annulars) 
• that have had an alarm,  
• no service visit, and 
• check for proper placement of sensors  

(lowest point). 
 

• Check to assure that all required testing and 
maintenance have been completed and all testing 
certifications are onsite  

•  Monthly D/O checklist testing dates must 
match  testing certifications onsite 

 
• Verify that all appropriate facility employees have 

been trained and documentation of training is 
available for inspector review 

 

Liquid in UDC 
Stuck float 



D/O Checklist 



UST D/O 
Monthly Visual 
Inspection 

 Item 1: Monitoring system- 
 Is it powered on? 
 Is it in proper operating mode? 
 Are all lights functional? 
 Item 2: Alarms and warnings- 
 Are there any alarms or warnings 

on the monitoring panel 
 Item 3: Alarm history report/log- 
 If monitoring console can print, 

do so. Or require owner operator 
to complete a written log of all 
alarms each month 

 DO must review report/log each 
month 

 Attach copy of alarm history to 
DO inspection report 

 Item 4 : Research all alarms and 
assure that all have been 
responded to appropriately 

 Item 5: Determine if there have 
been any alarms for containment 
sumps (fill sumps, turbine 
sumps, transition sumps, and 
vapor pot sumps) 

 Item 5a List all sumps where 
alarms occurred in the last 
month: 
 Note: Sumps where an alarm 

has occurred in the past 
month must be inspected 
unless a qualified service 
technician responded to, and 
properly addressed, the 
cause of the alarm. Attach 
documentation verifying 
appropriate service.  

 



Alarm Log 
Having a log with the date, time, location and cause of alarm is 

important for organization and ensuring that all documentation matches 
up. 

ALARM LOG LOCATED NEXT TO MONITORING PANEL 



 If sump inspection is 
required, record 
results in item 6 

 Item 6: Inspect 
containment sumps; 
that have had an alarm 
in the past month; not 
been responded to or 
there is no service 
record 

 Check for: 
 proper placement 

of sensors: 
lowest point & in 
true vertical 
position 

 free of water, 
debris and 
hazardous 
substance. 

 
 Items 7-8: Inspect Spill 

Containers and UDC 
 
 

UST D/O Monthly Visual Inspection 



UST D/O Monthly Visual Inspection 

 Items 9-14: Check to assure that all required testing and maintenance have been 
completed 

 Items 15-16: Verify that all appropriate facility employees have been trained 
 



Designated UST Operator 
Monthly Visual Inspection Report 

•Attachments may be required for the following sections: 
–Item 3: Alarm history/single-wall monthly test results  
–Item 5: Documentation for service of alarms (ex. What was spilled, how 
much was spilled, where was spill, when was it spilled, how was it 
managed and where was liquid stored/disposed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•Comments are required on all items marked ‘No’ and all deficient issues or 
conditions requiring follow-up which have been brought to the attention of the 
owner/operator during the monthly DO inspection 

 



Properly Filled 
Out D/O Report 



Designated UST Operator 
Monthly Visual Inspection Report 
 
• Provide a copy of the report each month 

to owner or operator with detailed 
findings 

• Owner/operator of UST system is always 
responsible for any UST violation issued  

• Alert the owner/operator of any condition 
requiring follow-up 
 

 The owner or operator shall maintain a 
copy of the report and all attachments for 
the previous 12 months 

 



Designated UST Operator: 
Employee Training 

 Operation of the UST system consistent with facility’s Best Management Practices 
 
 Monitoring equipment operation and alarm response 
 
 Spill/overfills response procedures 
 
 Emergency contact information 
 

 Required within 30 days of hire for new employee 
 

 Must be conducted every 12 months 
 

 At least one trained facility employee must be present during normal 
operating hours 
 

 A list of trained facility employees shall be maintained onsite and include: 
 Training dates 
 Hiring dates for all employees hired after 7/1/05 

 

Training Topics required: 



Designated UST Operator: Employee Training 



 

Designated UST Operator: Employee Training 



Common D/O 
Violations 

 DO monthly inspections not 
available for review (V3192) 

 DO does not attach 
monitoring system tapes/log 
(V3192) 

 DO does not attach a 
maintenance receipt when 
applicable (V3192) 

 Incorrect test dates are 
listed for items #9-14 
(V3192) 

 DO notification form has not 
been submitted to DEH 
(V3191) 

 Facility employees not 
trained; records 
incomplete/not on-site 
(V3193) 

 DO not ICC certified 
(V3191) 
 



Management of Hazardous 
Waste 

DIESEL SOAKED RAGS STORED IN BUCKET NEXT TO DUMPSTER - BMP 



More Photos 

Is this Good??? During testing yes but definitely not during 
normal operations 

sensor 



This is a Good One! What’s 
Wrong Here?? 

 

Zip Tie and Brine Problem Solved! Not For Too Long (that’s my hand) 

Zip tie = bad idea 
Zip tie = good idea 



FUTURE IS NOW 

 

VPH SITES? MORE SENSORS = MORE ALARM HISTORY/WORK 
ORDERS/TIME, ETC. ARE D/O’S FAMILIAR? 



Leaking Brine into multiple Tanks….Must be 
Properly Addressed 



??????? 

 

CHECKED BY DO 2 WEEKS PRIOR TO INSPECTION – ALL GOOD 



I CAN FIT ONE MORE 

NO DESCRIPTION NEEDED 



WATER BUBBLES LIKE 
THAT? 

FUEL IN SUMP AND RAISED SENSOR 



UST SYSTEMS AT MARINAS 

 

SHOULD D/O MAKE NOTE OF THIS? 



JUST A COOL SHOT 

THE END 
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